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in the souls of them, come dashing up, with blazing swords
and looks, and asserted, That nothing was lost yet, that
all must be regained yet. In this manner King Henry and
Ms force got safely retreated, Parthian-like, from the pass
of Coleshill and the Welsh War.1 But, once home again,
Earl Robert de Montfort, a kinsman of this Standard-bearer's,
rises up in the King's Assembly to declare openly that such
a man is unfit for bearing English Standards, being in fact
either a special traitor, or something almost worse, a coward
namely, or universal traitor. Wager of Battle in conse*
quence; solemn Duel, by the King's appointment, < in a
6 certain Island of the Thames-stream at Reading, apud Ra~
6 dingas, short way from the Abbey there.' King, Peers,
and an immense multitude of people, on such scaffoldings
and heights as they can come at, are gathered round, to
see what issue the business will take. The business takes
this bad issue, in our Monk's own words faithfully rendered:
' And it came to pass, while Robert de Montfort thundered
' on him manfully (viriliter intondsset) with hard and frequent
' strokes, and a valiant beginning promised the fruit of vic-
6 tory, Henry of Essex, rather giving way, glanced round
* 011 all sides; and lo, at the rim of the horizon, on the
6 confines of the River and laud, he discerned the glorious
' King and Martyr Edmund, in shining armour, and as if
6 liovering in the air; looking towards him with severe
' countenance, nodding his head with a mien and motion
1 of austere anger. At St. Edmund's hand there stood also
' another Knight, Gilbert de Cereville, whose armour was
' not so splendid, whose stature was less gigantic; casting
6 vengeful looks at him. This he seeing with his eyes,
c remembered that old crime brings new shame. And now
' wholly desperate, and changing reason into violence, he

1 See Lytfcelton's Henry //., ii. 384.